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36 CFR Ch. II (7–1–16 Edition) § 291.24 

§ 291.24 Standards for access and use 
of collections. 

(a) The repository will make collec-
tions available for scientific research 
and public education or as otherwise 
provided in a repository agreement. 

(b) The repository may provide ac-
cess to specific locality data and asso-
ciated records when consistent with an 
approval under § 291.22 or an agreement 
under § 291.26. 

(c) The repository may loan speci-
mens after entering into a signed loan 
agreement with the borrowing institu-
tion. The loan agreement must specify 
the terms and conditions of the loan 
and that the repository is responsible 
for care and maintenance of the loaned 
specimens. 

(d) The repository must maintain ad-
ministrative records of all scientific 
and educational uses of the collection. 

(e) The repository may charge rea-
sonable fees to cover costs for access to 
and use of collections, including han-
dling, packing, shipping, and insuring 
paleontological resources, 
photocopying associated records and 
other occasional costs not associated 
with ongoing curatorial services. 

(f) The following uses of the collec-
tion will require written approval from 
the Authorized Officer, in consultation 
with an Agency paleontologist, unless 
specified in the approval in § 291.22 or 
an agreement under § 291.26: 

(1) Prior to reproducing a paleon-
tological resource, the repository will 
notify and obtain approval from the 
Authorized Officer. Reproductions in-
clude, but are not limited to, molding 
and casting, and computerized axial to-
mography (CAT) scans. Routine photo-
graphic and/or digital reproductions 
would not require individual approvals, 
providing the reproductions are not 
made for commercial purposes, and 
that the reproductions do not require 
transfer of the specimen(s) to a dif-
ferent facility. 

(2) The repository may only allow 
consumptive analysis of specimens if 
the Authorized Officer has determined, 
in consultation with an Agency paleon-
tologist, that the potential gain in sci-
entific or interpretive information out-
weighs the potential loss of the paleon-
tological resource and provides the re-

pository with written authorization for 
such use. 

§ 291.25 Conducting inspections and 
inventories of collections. 

(a) The repository and the Author-
ized Officer must ensure that inspec-
tions and inventories of collections are 
in accordance with the Federal Prop-
erty and Administrative Services Act 
(40 U.S.C. 541 et seq.), its implementing 
regulations (41 CFR parts 101 and 102), 
any Agency-specific regulations on the 
management of Federal property, and 
any Agency-specific statutes and regu-
lations on the management of museum 
collections. 

(b) The frequency and methods for 
conducting and documenting inspec-
tions and inventories will be appro-
priate to the nature and content of the 
collection. 

(c) When two or more Federal agen-
cies deposit collections in the same re-
pository, they may enter into an inter-
agency agreement consistent with the 
Single Audit Act (31 U.S.C. 75) for in-
spections and inventories. 

§ 291.26 Repository agreements. 

(a) The Authorized Officer may enter 
into an agreement with Federal and 
non-Federal repositories regarding the 
curation of paleontological resources 
and their associated records. 

(b) An agreement will contain the 
following, as appropriate, including but 
not limited to: 

(1) A statement (updated as nec-
essary) that identifies the collection or 
group of collections provided to the re-
pository; 

(2) A statement that identifies the 
Federal ownership and the Agency that 
administers the collection; 

(3) A statement of work to be per-
formed by the repository; 

(4) A statement of the responsibil-
ities of the Authorized Officer and the 
repository official for the long-term 
care of the collection; 

(5) A statement that collections are 
available for scientific and educational 
uses consistent with § 291.22; 

(6) Any special procedures and re-
strictions for curatorial services and 
collection management, including 
loans; 
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